
 

 

AUGUST 2018 
VISIT TO BELARUS AND ANNUAL SUMMER SCHOOL 

 
This year my annual visit was towards the end of August and I again stayed with my schoolteacher friend, 
Sergey, and his wife Angela in order to deliver another English language summer school at School 
Number 5 in Rogachev and follow up outstanding projects after Rachel and Sarah’s visit in July.  As 
usual I funded the entire cost of my visit. 
 
ROGACHEV 
After reading Rachel’s report I was aware that the last year had seen dramatic changes in circumstances 
for a number of families supported by the charity who are now struggling to provide even basic items for 
their families.  Despite this the town was busy and looked well-maintained with a new coffee bar/ice 
cream parlour near School No 5 and a large fish shop being built near Sergey and Angela’s flat.  
However, a relatively new shopping complex on the edge of the town was very quiet when Sergey and I 
visited so I do hope that, given the financial problems of many people in the area, the new shops will be 
well-supported. 
 

                
 
THE SUMMER SCHOOL took place from 20 to 24 August inclusive and I worked with nineteen 
students from the age of 11 to 17 years – fifteen of whom I’d met before - in six small groups for one 
hour of lessons each day.  As this was my seventh visit to meet students at Sergey’s school I’d again 
spent time throughout the year thinking of interesting things to show them and games to play to develop 
their language skills.  I am not a teacher so leave the formal side of their education to their able and very 
well-qualified teachers, but all the students enjoy hearing about life in the UK. 

This will be the site of the 
new fish shop on the 

outskirts of Rogachev 
which is overlooked by 

Sergey and Angela’s flat. 



The students always work hard but I try to keep the atmosphere of these classes light-hearted and include 
lots of fun elements as I appreciate that these days are part of the students’ summer holidays. 

I used the same materials for all the groups this year with minor adjustments, when required, to take 
account of interests and ability.  I’d amassed a mixture of carefully chosen newspaper and magazine 
articles covering subjects such as animals who had been in the news for a variety of reasons, my home 
county of Dorset and my home town of Weymouth (which is about the same size as Rogachev), the 
summer of sporting events, recent campaigns (eg to curb plastic pollution), problems with transport in the 
UK and our hottest summer for 42 years - but still nowhere near the summer temperatures in Belarus even 
in a normal year!  In addition news of our royal family is always popular, especially this year with the 
arrival of little Prince Louis and the marriage of Prince Harry. 
 
During the year I rediscovered a book my children had enjoyed whilst younger entitled ‘Draw Me 387 
Baked Beans in 10 Seconds’!  Once the students had been pointed towards the fact that they should just 
draw a tin of beans, they all thought it was great fun and were eager to be challenged.  The artists among 
them managed some amazing drawings in 10 seconds for 24,736 bricks, 1,500 roof tiles, 3 tons of 
concrete and 16 gallons of paint and accurate maps depicting 78,992,503 Italians!  However, they were all 
rather confused by the request to draw two polar bears playing on an iceberg until I showed them my 
drawing of two sets of 3 black dots!! 
 
My annual crossword challenge (with small prizes for the winners) has become a popular event during the 
week but this year I decided to use a Scrabble board and tiles to encourage the students to look for 
opportunities to increase their scores with double and triple letter and triple word scores.  After a practice 
run so that each group could become familiar with the game, Nastya and Yulia were the clear winners 
after working extremely well together and thinking of words such as ‘cosmopolitan’ and ‘qualified’ to 
take advantage of the extra points available.  
 

                
 
 
 
 
  

Nastya and Yulia with their prize-winning 

Scrabble Challenge – completed in 10 minutes! 



My homework topics are always enjoyed by the students and much discussion usually follows.  I re-used 
the topic ‘Tell Me’ to catch up with the students’ family news and anything interesting which had 
happened in Rogachev, Minsk or any other part of Belarus and it was interesting to hear what news from 
the UK and around the world had made an impression on the students in the last year.  This opened up 
lots of avenues for longer discussions. 
 
I thought of another homework topic after hearing about a lady from my home town who had celebrated 
her 100th birthday so I asked the students to think about things which they would miss in their lives if they 
were suddenly transported back to the year 1918 . . . and things they wouldn’t miss.  The discussions 
which followed were most enlightening, did not often include electronic devices and many students 
decided that missing family and friends would be the most difficult thing for them. 
 
I’d researched the dates when a variety of everyday objects were first invented to support this homework 
project and challenged the students to decide when items were first invented.  They were amazed that, for 
example, the paperclip was invented in 1900, traffic lights in 1910, hair dryers in 1920 and sellotape and 
Scrabble in the 1930s . . . and I became a living link with history for items in common use from the 1950s 
onwards! 
 
I had seen a number of amusing advertisements over the year so took a selection to show the students so 
that we could discuss what made them interested in the products . . . or not!  Following this I gave each of 
them a small box of smarties and asked them to eat and enjoy the sweets then design an eye-catching 
advertisement.  The results were colourful, imaginative and beautifully presented.  In addition Nastya, 
whom I have known through the summer school for a number of years, brought in a portfolio of her 
artwork to show me and it was lovely to see how her talent has developed. 
 

                  
 
 
 

Nastya with her artwork to advertise Smarties 

and a painting of her grandfather 



                         
 
 
 
 
 
In addition to the main homework sheets, I also included ‘Just for Fun’ sheets - eg with a selection of 
random doodles to add to, superhuman powers to rank from 1-10, items to take on a trip, countries to visit 
- all of which led to interesting discussions. 
 
I had to work really hard to find suitably difficult brain teasers this year, but still failed miserably!  
However, only a few people guessed the next two numbers in the sequence 123698 (answer 7 and 4 - 
being the next two numbers on a phone keypad) despite being told it was something most of them would 
see every day and two people guessed the connection between Richard the Lionheart (Richard I of 
England 1157-1199) and Winnie the Pooh!   
 
During the week I had been delighted to hear about the progress of ex-students who are studying at the 
university in Minsk and are all doing well and enjoying life there.  Yana, who attended the summer 
school for a number of years, started her course in Minsk last September and was able to visit during the 
week to share her news with some current students who also plan to go to university.  This was a 
particularly happy meeting for me because I knew she had been really nervous about moving to live in 
such a big city and, although it seems she is still finding it hard to adjust to living away from her family 
home, she has achieved amazing academic results in the end-of-year assessments. 
 
There was also good news from Liza, whom I have known for more than 10 years and who is now 
studying English in St Petersburg.  In addition Yulia, who is only 16 years old and would not normally 
leave school for another year has been invited to study English in Minsk and, if she does well, will have 
an automatic transfer into the university there. 
 

Angelina and Vika also enjoyed this homework assignment 



                                                 
 
SCHOOL NUMBER 5 continues to be well-maintained and offers an extremely good education to 
students but has suffered from recent legislation.  The education authority has decided that students 
should now only attend the school in their catchment area, and as the area around School Number 5 has 
the greatest number of poor families, unfortunately this has had an enormous impact on the school’s end-
of-year results.  In addition it has been decided that English should not be taught in such small classes so 
teachers are facing a difficult academic year. 
 

     
 

I was able to meet a number of the English teachers this year and, after discussions, it was agreed that the 
most useful items I could buy as gifts from Bridges to Belarus would be  books - to supplement those 
bought last year - to help in this year’s larger classes, copy paper and refills for the printer cartridges.  In 
addition the charity was able to provide each of the English teachers with a ream of paper and some pens 
and Natasha, the head teacher, was delighted to receive several boxes of copy paper and some photo 
paper. 
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The headteacher, Natasha, and the English teachers are extremely grateful for this support of their work 
and presented me with the gifts pictured below.  Olga, one of the English teachers, had taken the 
photograph of clouds over Rogachev, which she thought looked like a map of the UK. 

 

  

English teachers and some students with resources 
funded by Bridges to Belarus 



GENERAL CHARITY WORK 
As my visit to Belarus wasn’t long after Rachel and Sarah visited, I was only asked to buy products to 
enable the poorer families supported by Galina and her Sails of Childhood charity to have the best 
possible start to the colder months of the year. 
 

                     
 
As usual Galina did an amazing job of organising everything from ordering the products, getting them 
packaged ready for collection and organising for the families to do so on the last day of my visit.  This 
was no easy task for her as it was decided that, because of the difficult circumstances of many families, 
each food parcel should contain more than on previous occasions.   
 
The distribution day was a great opportunity to catch up with many people I have known for a number of 
years and meet others who have been helped via the two charities in more recent years - but it was also 
upsetting to know that, despite their best efforts, many families are finding life extremely difficult. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Food parcels have been provided for 42 families this year and everyone I met told me how helpful this 
would be and asked me to thank everybody who has helped to make this possible. 
 

Over 30 families were able to collect food parcels on the last day of my visit 



 
 
I was able to meet most of Galina’s family over the course of my visit and catch up with their news.  All 
the men of the family have employment, but for many of them this means working away for long periods 
of time and sending money home. 
 

 
 
I was very grateful to have this opportunity to visit Belarus again and have already received an invitation 
to deliver another summer school next August. Once again I have been amazed and inspired by the 
enthusiasm of the young students and their determination to do well in their studies. 
 
It is always a privilege and pleasure to be able to help with the general work of Bridges to Belarus.  It has 
been a very difficult year for our friends in the area covered by the local Sails of Childhood charity and I 
hope that both charities will go from strength to strength and so be able to continue to help and support 
poor and vulnerable families in their time of need. 
 
With my very grateful thanks to everybody who has supported the work of Bridges to Belarus. 
 
Sheila Furley 
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